Mar 22,2025

AAEB March 2025 Board Meeting

Date: March 22, 2025

Invited: Enna Jimenez Priyal Goyal Alumnae Association Executive Board
Courtney Bryant

Moderator: Maddie Gretzky

Note-Taker: Gemini, edited by Emily Parkhurst

Attendees: Courtney Bryant, Pam Dashiell, Priyal Goyal , Maddie Gretzky, Elaine
McCarthy, Kelly O'Connell, Fay Bean, Alexis Worthen, and Lena Dempsey

Absent: Adunni Anderson, Katilin Maloney, Karen Thomas, Morgan Ward, Emily
Parkhurst, and Enna Jimenez

March 22, 2025 Resolutions and Attendance Tracker

Attachments: & AAEB Revised Budget FY24-25 - 03.22.25 Board meeting
B March 03222025 Agenda

Meeting records: w AAEB March 2025 Board Meeting - 2025/03/22 09:45 EDT - Recor...
B AAEB March 2025 Board Meeting Notes - 2025/03/22

Details

e 125th Anniversary Updates:

o Priyal provided updates on the 125th anniversary, including budget
discussions and the annual meeting.
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o Concerns were raised about low reunion attendance, particularly among
younger alumni, and the potential reasons, including economic uncertainty
and travel anxiety.

o As of Tuesday, just over 100 people had registered for the 125th reunion.
Many more had started the registration process but did not complete it.

e Student Spotlights:

o Courtney Bryant introduced the student spotlight segment, highlighting
Lena and Alexis's contributions to the Simmons community. Alexis, a
political science and public policy major, described their 3+1 accelerated
degree program, involvement in SGA, Model UN, and alternative spring
break. Lena, a neuroscience major and SGA board member, shared their
experiences at Simmons and their path to choosing the college. They
discussed their experiences and motivations for attending Simmons.

e Countdown to Graduation Event:

o Courtney Bryant discussed the upcoming senior countdown to graduation
event on March 26th, sponsored by the Alumni Association. She
confirmed payment arrangements with Fay Bean for the event.

e President's Tea Event:

o Courtney Bryant detailed the upcoming "Future of Women's Centered
Education” tea event, featuring the presidents of Smith and Mount Holyoke
Colleges. She noted attendance of board members, both in-person and
virtual. A Simmons table will be present, and attendees are encouraged to
wear Simmons pins.

e Revised Budget:

o Fay Bean presented a revised budget, incorporating investment income
and adjustments to expenses. The revised budget shows a decrease in
projected losses for the year. The board agreed to approve the current
revised budget upon formal resolution.

e Alumni Awards Nominations:

o Maddie Gretzky encouraged the board members to promote nominations
for alumni awards, citing low nomination numbers. Priyal Goyal agreed,
stating Morgan Ward needs help promoting nominations.



e Athletics Update:

O

Kelly O'Connell provided an update on athletic events planned for the

125th anniversary weekend, including a walk-and-talk event and a 5K,
along with a quad social. The walk-and-talk event was scheduled for

Saturday morning from 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM.They also noted that they
were seeking volunteers for the event.

e DEl updates:

o

Pamela Dashiell provided updates on their committee’s work with the
advancement office, and class reunion planning. They also discussed the
impact of the DEI letter on Simmons.

e Newsletter Updates :

o

Priyal Goyal presented a plan for the April newsletter, themed "Celebrating
the Spirit of Women's Colleges". They outlined sections for various
contributors, including features on the Women's College Presidents' Tea,
the Gwen Ifill School dinner, and the Florida alumni event. They also
proposed a new segment featuring book, podcast, and movie
recommendations from board members, aiming to increase alumni
engagement. Pamela Dashiell suggested avoiding politically charged
content. Priyal Goyal agreed with this point. Priyal Goyal shared a
document template and a form to streamline the contribution process.

e Annual Meeting Planning: Priyal Goyal discussed the annual meeting, scheduled
for Saturday during reunion weekend.

o

The program includes introductions, a video introduction of the incoming
president, and an interactive alumni engagement section.

Courtney Bryant volunteered to host the meeting.

Maddie Gretzky suggested using old Simmons photos as table
centerpieces, incorporating a QR code for a survey to gather alumni
feedback. The group discussed sourcing the photos from the archives.

Alumni Survey and Engagement: Priyal Goyal proposed conducting a
survey to gauge alumni preferences and engagement strategies during the
reunion. They also proposed using the newsletter readership data to target
alumni who haven't registered for the reunion with a follow-up email.



o Priyal Goyal volunteered to obtain updated registration numbers and
discuss targeted email strategies with relevant staff members.

o President Wooten will be interviewed at the annual meeting

Board Strategy Planning Meeting : Priyal Goyal proposed using the April board
meeting for strategic planning for the next year. Board members should complete
Google Form prior to the meeting

Awards and Recognition : Maddie Gretzky updated the group on the Priscilla
McKee Award, highlighting that a winner had been selected (Roslyn Taylor) and a
presenter was needed for the April 17th ceremony. Fay Bean raised the issue of
ordering the physical award, a clock, in time for the ceremony.

Open Board Positions:
o The board does not yet have a Vice President.

o Director of Communications Search: Elaine McCarthy is working to fill the
position of Director of Marketing/Communications

Potential Fundraising Opportunity: Elaine McCarthy mentioned a previously
discussed Technology training day as a potential fundraising opportunity. The
Board will discuss this further after the Annual meeting.

Ifill Student Intern Fundraising: The board raised $5,500 for the Ifill Student
Intern position

Commencement Updates: Volunteers are needed to assist at commencement on
May 16th.

Budget Approval: The group voted to approve Resolution 03-22-02, revising the
2024-25 budget. Six members voted in favor and the Resolution passed. The
Board planned to reach out to Kelly to get Kelly’s vote as she had attended the
majority of the meeting.
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